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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Minutes of November 23, 2009  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice-Chairman Bruce Breton called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 PM. Selectmen Ross McLeod, Charles McMahon and Roger 
Hohenberger were present, as was Town Administrator David Sullivan. 
Chairman Galen Stearns was excused. Mr. Breton read the agenda into the 
record, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chief Lewis approached to request that the State 9-
1-1 Committee had requested an updated liaison appointment. Mr. 
Hohenberger moved and Mr. McLeod seconded to appoint Police Chief 
Lewis as the Town’s liaison. Passed 4-0.  

Mr. Sullivan requested a moment of silence in acknowledgement of the 
passing of Police Captain Patrick Yatsevich and long-time Windham resident 
Iola Zins. 

Mr. McLeod noted that the Annual Tree Lighting is scheduled for December 
5th from 3P to 5P at the Town Common. 

Mr. Sullivan noted that staff had recently attended the Local Government 
Center’s annual conference, at which the Town’s 1st place award for the 2008 
Town  Report had been accepted with pleasure. 

MINUTES: None. 

LIAISON REPORTS: None. 

WBSL – LIGHT REQUEST: Mr. McMahon noted that, per the Board’s 
request, representatives of the League had met with the Recreation 
Committee to discuss the lighting proposal presented to the Selectmen. He 
noted that the Committee, along with the Technical Review Committee and 
Planning Board, are in support of the proposal, with the former voting 6-0 to 
support the project as presented. Recreation had requested only that the 
lighting be remotely controlled, and will be proceeding to draft a policy 
relative to use/hours of operation. 

Mr. McMahon noted that the Recreation Committee had also discussed 
budgeting for the electrical costs based on projected estimates, and had 
recommended that should the electrical costs for Griffin Park exceed $10K 
annually, the excess be paid by the WBSL. He also noted that Soccer had 
been consulted. 

Mr. McLeod noted that representatives of WSA had met with the vendors 
and members of the WBSL to discuss the proposal, and then deferred to 
WSA member Ann Senibaldi. Mrs. Senibaldi approached and read into the 
record a lengthy letter of support for the project (copy attached).  

Mr. Hohenberger sought clarification that the WSA was not looking to 
expand the lighting at this time, but did support allocation of the costs to 
users for the fields. Mrs. Senibaldi replied in the affirmative, noting that 
Soccer felt the costs of the parking lot/walkway lights should be absorbed by 
the Town and the field light costs allocated to the users. Discussion ensued. 

Mr. Hohenberger inquired whether the areas could be metered separately, 
and Mr. Steve Kozer replied in the affirmative subject to a check meter being 
installed at additional costs. Discussion ensued regarding the magnitude of 
the donation from WBSL, the costs to install said check meter and who 
would fund its placement, and the benefits of the overall lighting to WBSL 
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versus the general public. Mr. McLeod noted that benefits of lighting the 
field were distinct to the WBSL, and their cost could be rolled into the 
registration fee; however, the all users gained a benefit from the remaining 
lights as they exited the park at the dusk. He noted that this was the basis for 
WSA’s support of separate metering, which he added also removes the 
Recreation Coordinator from the equation as it pertained to allocating usage 
costs. 

Further discussion ensued in which Mr. Kozer then clarified that the costs to 
install the check meter would be under $1,000. Mr. Breton pointed out that 
WBSL also contributes to field maintenance annually, and Mr. Anderson 
confirmed that the WBSL contributes approximately $5-7,000 each year 
towards field mix, drainage, lining, etc. Discussion ensued regarding the 
fundraising efforts of the WBSL, the duration of the league season, which is 
45 days, and the ongoing payment of the multi-purpose building bond by 
WBSL. 

Mr. Michael Jeffers, Squire Armor Road, approached to reiterate his 
comments from a previous meeting relative to WBSL expending these funds 
toward improving the High School fields versus Griffin Park. Mr. McMahon 
clarified that that, while the HS fields do need to be finished, those are too 
large for the Little League players. Mr. Jeffers then inquired, if the lighting 
were approved, what controls would be in place to ensure the lights are 
extinguished at a certain time. Mr. McMahon noted that the Recreation 
Committee would be drafting a policy accordingly, and that it is the 
League’s intent to turn the lights off at 9:00 PM. He then added that the 
lights will not be in use until late April or early May. Discussion ensued 
regarding the reasoning behind the 9PM shut off, which is to allow for an 
additional game. 

Ms. Lisa Gutman, Squire Armor Road, approached to inquire what “green” 
lighting initiatives had been considered for the Town’s portion of the 
lighting. Mr. McMahon noted that solar lighting had been considered, 
however, there was not adequate sun to guarantee sufficient lighting. He then 
noted that the Musco lighting planned for the fields was “green”, and utilizes 
much less power than traditional. 

Mr. Dan Gutman then approached to inquire what liability the Town 
assumed by lighting the Park. Mr. Sullivan clarified there was no added 
liability, as the Park is covered under the Town’s insurance currently. Mr. 
McLeod added that, statutorily, the Town is protected from any liability.  

Ms. Elizabeth Bondioli approached seeking clarification that the Soccer 
Association was in support of the identical proposal presented the Board of 
Selectmen and Recreation relative to amperage. Mr. McMahon replied in the 
affirmative, noting that a 600 amp transformer is planned.  

Ms. Bondioli then reiterated her ongoing concerns relative to the 
inappropriateness of such lighting in a residential area and the continued 
parking/safety issues at the Park. A brief discussion ensued. 

Mr. Joe Connolly, WSA, approached in support of the project and to clarify 
that, at this time, the WSA did not intend to pursue expanding the lighting to 
the back field. He noted, however, that given the success pilot program 
involving temporary lighting, the WSA will be revisiting the possibility in 
the future. 
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Mr. Hohenberger stated that, while the lights would improve the safety of 
the Park if they were used nightly, the best way to ensure safety in the area is 
to not utilize the park at night.  He also expressed concerns regarding glow 
and loss of the night sky, and concurred with Ms. Bondioli that abutters 
would be adversely impacted. Brief discussion ensued. 

Mr. McLeod then moved to: 

“Approve the request from the WBSL to install lights at Griffin Park, subject 
to the following specifications and conditions: (note all exhibits cited are 
attached to these minutes) 

• Parking lot lights 

o 8 poles uniformly spaced along the length of the parking 
lot. Ex. 1. 

o Located on the Range Road side of the parking lot. 

o Avalume brand, 20’ poles, 250 watts per light, bronze paint 
(finish BRP), equipped with shielding to direct the light 
towards the park (option HS). Ex. 2 

• Walkway lights 

o 7 poles uniformly spaced along the central walkway from 
the park side of the parking lot to the north side of the 
Multi Use Building. Ex. 1. 

o Located on the Squire Armour Road side of the walkways. 

o Avalume brand, 16’ poles, 150 watts per light, bronze paint 
(finish BRP), equipped with shielding to direct the light 
down (option HS). Ex. 3 

• Zimmer Field 

o 4 poles to be located around Zimmer Field; specific 
locations to be determined by WBSL. 

o Musco brand, Light Structure Green. Ex. 4. 

o Separately metered so that event/user specific electricity 
costs can be charged back to the user. 

• Installation paperwork, to be approved by the Town Administrator 
prior to any work on the site. 

o Certificates of Insurance (coverages as required by the 
Town Administrator), showing coverage normal and 
customary to the scope of owkr. 

• Installation paperwork 

o Permits as required (e.g., electrical). 

• Work to be completed as per the attached quotes 

o ECEC, email proposal, 10.05.09. Ex. 7. 
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o USA, proposal, 10.16.09. Ex. 8. 

o Musco Lighting, 9.30.09. Ex. 6. 

• Prior to first and any use of lights 

o Restore any disturbed areas (i.e. repave, reseed). 

o Parking lot and walkway lights to be remotely controlled, 
separately from any field lights. 

o Field lights to have remote control (e.g., Musco Control 
Link). Ex. 5. 

o Policies and procedures to be in place. 

 Exception: construction performance testing. 

• No pole-mounted public address system on any poles 

• When work is completed, all contractors and subcontractors are to 
sign mechanic’s lien waivers.” 

Mr. McMahon requested that Mr. McLeod amend his motion to add, under 
permitting, that all related fees will be waived. Mr. McLeod amended his 
motion accordingly and Mr. McMahon then seconded. 

Motion passed 3-1, with Mr. Hohenberger opposed. 

Mr. McMahon advised that, weather permitting, the project will commence 
in approximately one (1) week. 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  The Board interviewed Mr. Gerry Parsons for 
possible appointment to the Historic District/Heritage Commission. Mr. 
Hohenberger then moved and Mr. McLeod seconded to appoint Mr. Parsons 
as an alternate to the HDC. Passed 4-0. 

Mr. Sullivan indicated that the Town had received a donation of Minolta 
Di200F copy/fax/scan/network business machine from Mr. Jim Hatzos. Mr. 
Sullivan noted Mr. Hatzos had attached no value to the equipment, and Mr. 
McMahon moved and Mr. Hohenberger seconded to accept the item with 
gratitude. Passed 4-0. 

Mr. Sullivan noted that a request had been received from the Rockingham 
Emergency Veterinary Hospital to place a directional sign at the intersection 
of Lowell and Cobbetts Pond Road, similar to that in place for the Lobster 
Tail. After a brief discussion, Mr. McMahon moved and Mr. McLeod 
seconded to approve the request. Passed 4-0. 

Mr. Sullivan presented an administrative abatement on behalf of the Tax 
Assessor, which the Board executed accordingly. 

Mr. Sullivan requested that Board he and Highway Agent Jack McCartney to 
draft and advertise a form bid specification for the Salt Shed/Garage project 
to include a reduced scope for work. Mr. Sullivan indicated the intent was to 
garner cost information for the project prior to Town Meeting and, after a 
brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Sullivan proceed 
as requested. 
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Mr. McLeod expressed concerns regarding an ongoing issue relative to 
Bauchman Towing. Mr. Sullivan noted that this is a code enforcement 
matter, over which the Board has no purview, however it could be discussed 
in non-public session. Discussion ensued. 

NON-PUBLIC SESSION: Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. McMahon 
seconded to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3-
IIb, c, d and e. Roll call vote – all members “yes”, with the exception of Mr. 
McLeod in opposition to the Bauchman matter. The topics of discussion 
were personnel, reputations, land acquisition, and legal.   

The Board, Mr. Sullivan, Chief Lewis, and Ms. Devlin were in attendance in 
the first session. 

The Board discussed a union matter relative to compensation. Mr. McMahon 
moved and Mr. McLeod seconded to support the Chief’s recommendation 
and deny the grievance. Passed 4-0. 

The Board discussed a union matter relative to overtime compensation. Mr. 
McMahon moved and Mr. Hohenberger seconded to support the Chief’s 
recommendation and deny the grievance. Passed 4-0. 

The Board, Mr. Sullivan, and Ms. Devlin were in attendance in the 
remaining sessions. 

The Board discussed the possibility of entering into a property lease. No 
decisions were made. 

Mr. Sullivan updated the Board on a matter relative to committee 
appointments. No decisions were made. 

Mr. Sullivan discussed a personnel matter relative to temporary staffing. Mr. 
Hohenberger moved and Mr. McLeod seconded to approve the hiring of a 
temporary, part-time staff member as requested. Passed 4-0. 

Mr. McLeod motioned and Mr. McMahon seconded to adjourn. Passed 4-0.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Wendi Devlin, Administrative Assistant 

Note:  These minutes are in draft form and have not been submitted to the Board 
for approval.   
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